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EUROPE AN RETAIL THEF T BAROMETER

OBJECTIVE 

Storm Communications has worked with Checkpoint Systems (UK) 

Ltd since June 2006. As part of an on-going ‘authority positioning’ 

brief within the UK’s retail trade and national business media, Storm 

was asked to publicise the company’s sponsorship of the European 

Retail Theft Barometer, which is now in its sixth year.  The task was to 

generate a minimum of two broadcast items for Checkpoint in relation 

to the report, and use as an industry talking point about retail security 

in general.

 

SOLUTION 

Storm issued the European Retail Theft Barometer fi ndings under a 

strict embargo ahead of the full European launch, timed for a Friday 

which is typically a slower day for hard business news.  Redrafting 

the European releases to give a UK slant, Storm sold-in the fi ndings 

to the national business pages, and TV and radio news and business 

programming.  The main emphasis was on the cost of retail crime to 

every household in the UK, maximising the ‘shock’ element of the 

report and making this technical study more consumer news friendly. 

In addition, individual angles were pulled out of the report for the relevant 

retail trade sectors and these were also used for comment features to 

highlight the winners and losers in the fi ght against retail crime.

RE SULTS 

The European Retail Theft Barometer dominated the broadcast news 

on the day.  Six items of national business TV and radio coverage was 

achieved including an 11 minute interview on CNBC and news items on 

BBC World, BBC Working Lunch, Sky News, BBC News 24 and the Today 

Programme.  This was complemented by an extended news item in The 

Guardian, and substantial regional news coverage through an item on 

the PA Newswire and regional radio via IRN.

In total 40 items of coverage were achieved directly from the report, 

achieving an OTS of over 22.5 million and a total EAV of nearly £170,000. 
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